voluntarily lent me the lion's share of his gum's works along with his
own diary containing many rare informations and invaluable expe-
riences. I am sorry that I cannot thank him personally now as he
is no more to witness the launching of this publication.

Sri 0. Narayanan Nambudiri and Dr. O.S. Krishnan
NambudiriofOthalurMana,son and grandson of Vazhakunnam
respectively deserve special mention for their clemency in provid-
ing many important facts about him and in supplying his unpub-
lished manuscripts. I respectfully remember Sri Parakkottu Valiya
Vasudevan Nambudiri, an elderly Bhagavata scholar who disclosed
certain impressive reminiscences that featured Vazhakunnam.
Thanks toSmtEdoli Madhavi Antarjanam for making available
many relevant periodicals. I cannot but mention my father Sri C.
Krishnan Nambudiri, himself a Sanskrit investigator experienced
with the flavour of Vazhakunnan's oratory, for his constant en-
couragement and all sorts of help in this endeavour.

I thank the Calicut University authorities for permitting the pub-
lication of this thesis. Thanks are also due to the authorities of the
General and Sanskrit department library of Calicut University,
Desaposhini library, Calicut and Sreekrishnapuram V.T.
Bhattathiripad College library, Palakkad dist, for providing me with
reference facilities. I thank Arshaprakasam, Calicut -1 for taking
up the publication of this work.

Let this literary lamp be my humble offering to that great soul on
this auspicious day, the 23rd of April 1999 on which falls his 108th
birthday, that too coming in this century (and millennium) itself, in
which Vazhakunnam flourished.

Calicut,                          Dr. C. Sreekumaran.

23-4-'99.
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